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ILRI Forage Factsheet 
 
Objective 
To provide high quality forage for livestock feed in 
subtropical and highland tropical regions 
 
 
Description 
• Deep rooted perennial highland fodder tree 
legume from 5–20 m tall 
• High quality dry season feed 
• Highly productive and tolerant of heavy 
cutting/coppicing and grazing 
• Some accessions are psyllid resistant 
• Restores soil fertility and good for mulch 
• Useful for grazing or cut and carry 
• Provides fuel wood 
 
 
Limits of use 
• Low palatability to grazing ruminants owing to 
high concentrations of condensed tannins 
• Not adapted to areas over 2000 m with heavy 
frost 
• Not suited to very dry areas 
 
Management 
Field preparation—ploughed field on deep, well drained 
soils or sown in holes in zero tillage 
 
Establishment—direct sowing at 3 cm or transplant 
seedlings in hedgerows 4–9 m apart at 1 m spacing 
between plants. Seeding rates of 1.5–3 kg/ha 
 
Fertilizer—normally not fertilized. Starter nitrogen and 
phosphorus may be used 
 
Weeding—maintain a weed-free area of at least 2 m 
either side of the establishing plants 
 
Coppicing—coppice at 75 cm height and protect from 
grazing while young 
 
Harvesting—tolerant of regular cutting 
 
Performance  
Expect yields of 3–4 t/ha. Crude protein content of the 
forage is from 25–32% 
 
This information leaflet on livestock feeds and feeding 
technologies for small-scale farmers is developed 
through collaboration between ILRI and its partners. 
 
 
For further information, contact     
Forage Diversity  
International Livestock Research Institute 
PO Box 5689, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Asebe Abdena 
Email: a.abdena@cgiar.org 
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